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VIOLA DANA •'In Life's Darn Funny
A LOVE STORY OF TWO HEARTS AND TWO ARTS

". I

VIOLA DANA. ill • S.,._
from LIFE.'S DARN FUNNY
One-Column Scene Cut or Mat

No.64-A

A D ALL A S M. FITZ­
GERALD PRODUCTION
for Metro Pictures Corpora­
tion. Adapted and Scenario­
ized by M 0 11 Y Par r 0 and
Arthur D. Ripley from The
Saturday Evening Post Story
"Caretakers Wit h i n," by
Christine Jope Slade. Photog­
raphy by John Arnold, Tech­
nical Director, A. F. Mantz.

Every time circumstances came to a
desperate pass and broucht little
temperamental Zoe Robert, the vi­
olinist, to such straits that life didn't
seem worth living, something hap­
pened and presto! the road was
clear. Just as if some imp were
trying to prove that "Life's Darn
Funny." See Viola Dana in the
picture of th:s name. There's a
laugh every minute there isn't a
thrill.

The Caat:
Zoe Robert Viola Dana

Clay Warwick. Gareth Hughes

Miss Dellaroc .... Eva Gordon

Gwendolyn Miles
Kathleen O'Connoi

Prince Karamazov
Mark Fenton

" Life's Darn Funny"

r

for Program or Newapaper Notice. :

and Teaser Paragraphs

lIow everal impoveri hed arti. ts finally connected with good coin of the realm.

Making evident the old ayings that "you never can tell" and al 0 that "Life's
Darn Funny".

A romance of two odd person -a painter aild a violini. t-hoth of them broke.

~

A picture of two arti t ho thought they could make good in bu ine .

Demonstrating tl:at with a lillie pluck even an vnappreciative public may b won
ovcr.

THE CREDITORS WANTED MONEY.• at a ~trange thing; in keeping
with the ways of the tribe of creditors. They were right, too, con idering the
fact that Zoe Robert, who e forte wa playing th violin and not bus:ne , had
ordered bolt after b It of 'pen ive material. Dut more, hr had ordered it
under another name. They came. they aw, they prepared to remove the f:Jr­
niture. nd Zoe-Zo bee·lined for the pawn-broker an p 'nrd her Stradi­
varius. She sayed the furniture, for it was not hers. e the lack of her
violin did not prevent her from torming the gate. of art and winning recogni-
tion, III "Life's Darn Funny," starring Viola Dana, at thr .'1 heatre.

\

howing that art in a garrrt may make good lhagazine reading. but i, tough on
healthy ~ppetite .

Where a little violinist see the world at her feet.

HER WHOLE CREER wa in pawn. )u, t at the thresho'd of the future.
with ro e-colored p ep of pro, p rity to beguile her fancy, Zoe Robert di. covered
that little thing-the lack of a uitalile dres. to wcar-w~ going to keep her into
ob curity. It. tunned her. Everything wa in readine and she \Va to make
her concert debut a a violini ·t. But h didn't hav a cent to huy a decent dre .
She started to cry. Then-. But -e what happened to her in "Life' Darn
Funny," aDalla M. Fitzgerald Production for Metro. s:arring Viola Dana, tlOW

howing at the Theatre.

for Advertiaing U.e:

For Your PrograDl,
VIOLA DANA

In

Catch Phrases

fUSIC HATH CHAR. is to oothe thr brea t of ryen the mo t hardened
and cynical of critics. The Prince had come to thi country in search of genuine
art but wa inclined to poopooh at everything offered him. He could e noth­
ing in anything. Then hc hrard rumor of a lilll girl living in ob cure lodging
He ould go to r her. And e her h did. When he. a, ked h r to play for
him he learned that her tradivarill wa in hock. What happened to a little
ClIlderelJa girl aft r the Prill told h r he wa a ond rful rtilot, i told in
"Life's Darn Funny," a Dalla .1. Fitzgerald Production for M tro, tarring
Viola Dana, now playing at th , ...•. Theatr .

e Scene Cutsseli

MAIL CAMPAIGN

You will find a number of atar cuts of Viola Dana tl-at will prove
serviceable in gett.ng people'a attention in the newspaper., run sep­
arately or in conjunction with the publicity, advance and review
stories contiL.ned in this exploitation book.

VIOL4 DANA" a 5ceee fnoat LIFE'S DARN fUNNY

Two·Column Scene Cut or Mat No. 64-C

And This Letter Two Days Before Your Showing

ear Madam:
More than one per on ha had occasion to explain "Life's Darn

!Funny." Sometimes when one i tumbling into a pit of darkness.
\vhen the notorious ilver lining turns gray, and all is lost-suddenly
the unexpected happens.

Zoe, Robert. the arti t in t.!Life's Darn Funny," about which we
wrote y u a few days ago, discovers this more than once. She is
to make her debut. which lIlay in ure her fame and recognition as a

__violinist. when a little thing like the lack of a dre threatens dis­
a ter. In come a tranger and de ign a costume for her. And
again, when her furniture is being carried off by creditors, and she
pa 'n her Stradivariu n the eve of a second concert, somethin a

sa
It is an unusual picture, and iola Dana is at her be t in it.

You will surely enj y it.
Courteoll Iy you s,

Send This Post Card a Week Before Showing of Picture

Dear Madam:
Did you read the charming Sa'turday Evening .Post story "Care­

·takers Within." by hristine Jope Slade. some .time ago, we wonder?
You are sure to be intere ted in the news that the -$tory has been
adapted by Metro into a picture, "Life's Darn Funny," that has all
the glamor and appeal of the original.

But imagine who has the starring role! 0 Ie s a personality
than blithe Viola Dana. For anyone who has een her act, that i
sufficient. Th combination i clinching.

"Life's Darn Funny" is coming to our theatre on .
We know you will not care to miss it.

CourteQusly yours, ,
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"Make Them Laugh,
Make Them Cry,
Make Them WQit"

(

YQU'LL FIN 0 -
the cene cut. presented in thi. hook invaluahle in your puhli ity
campaign. Urder them by the 'iz aIH! nUI",,,- r indl atLd ami gd
them into the new pap r ffic well in advan e f. ho ilJ<F. Th ~

are of the proper cr en for dear ne\' 'paper r produ tion and \\ ill
prove great aid in )'our general ploitation. Arrang- with the
ph toplay editor to have them u d in onjun tion vith . ur pub­
licity tori .

Two-Column Scene Cut or Mat No. 64-0

I Pat. 770_ J

C HARLES READE, the novelist, said there were just three
rules for writing a SUC'Ce sfu! tory--"to make them laugh,
make them cry and make t lem wait." The rules seem to have

been made to describe the emotional effect of "Life's Darn Funny";
the almost constant gurgle of mirth that swells contagiously through
an audience, the heart tug that draws tars to the eyes, and the intense
uspense as the audience waits to see what will happen next.

It's all there for you-the tragi-comedy called life. And it's the
sort of life that people like to see creened; life which, whatever else
-it does, does not afford a single dull moment, a life of high aspirations,
daring risks, baffling problems, merry escapades, tender romance and
swift breathless succe s.

You can count on the emotional appeal of the story just as urely
as you can count on the drawing power of the .little star, Viola Dana.
Everyone knows Viola Dana; her name is enough to carry the
picture to success. She's the big number of your advertising. But
people want to know what her newest picture is like. And it's up
to you to tell them, and, in telling them, to emphasize the emotional
power of the production.

You will find the material for this sort of exploitation in the
publicity stories, the teaser advertising, the catch phra e ,th scene
cuts, the stunt, the posters, the advertising cuts in this book.

In addition to the star and the "Iaugh-cry-waif' value of her
vehicle, there is big box-office importance in the fact that you have
as your foundation a tory that \'3 pHhfshed in The atur<!:ly
Evening Po t, the magazine wh fiction reache the greatest number
of readers in the country, The Saturday Evening Po t e m to have
had an almo t uncanny genius r finding ju t the sort of a tory that
appeal to the wide t audience. • tetra ha' taken the pick of the e

torie for m~tion picture purp e. They are the best ·torie on the
market and their unfailing succe has justified Metro's selection.

r •tn
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in their u ce s, hid
lifelong rnatrimoni:l1

r

VIOLA DANA Ie • Sce_
from LIFE'S DARN FUNNY
vne-Column Scene Cut or Mat

No. 64·B
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"BOHEMIA," sa i d
the late James
Huneker, 'is not

a state of the oul; it's a
state of the pocketbook."

It is the state in which
Zoe Rob e r t and Clay
Warwick live; a tate in
which the pocketbook is
always flat. Born Bohe­
mians both, the~ h a v e
consecrated their live to
art. They "starve, feast,
despair"-and dream of
the chateaux in pain that
they will purcha e \ hen
recognition come. lean­
while they can't pay their
bill .

lav i ousted from hi
studio by a landlady wh fail.
to see the logic of permitting
a young man to spend his days
in painting stuff that nobody
buy. ick of soul, he wan­
ders the treet. But there's
comp nsation in he in g an
artist, even if it doesld come in a weekly pay elwelope. A
heautiful paintin , a culpture, a bit of mu ie, and the
artist enr,ched. It' a hit 1)\ mu ;IC thl. t:me that arous s

lay \\'arwick to a . ns of piritua w lth. he passes
a 10d~il1g hOlLe. he hear. a violin, -played uperbly. He ob­
tain a room there and i. tens hungrily to playing that is food
and drink to him.

But on day the violin ·top suddenly. There are trangled
obs. lay goc to the room, where he hear' the . bbing and

find a pretty little girl huddled n a couch, weeping in black
de pair. It is Zoe Rob rt.

Z e, a French girl, had come to .'ew York, high in hope
f a hearing. Her chance ha' come; he i· ign d to give a

concert. But her money has given out. _ he ha no gown fit
to war. lay has material. that h: model' used in the past
and he de ign. a gown for Z e to be mad from th e mate­
rial. The exqui ite creation help considerably toward the
. ucces of Zt e's dehut. _ he make' a great many friends.
Among them i: a prima donna, who, leaving on a tour, ask'
Zoe to take care )f h r apartment while :he was gone.

Zoe, excited by the ne\' ch:ltIge in fortune, ha' her worldly
ambition tirred. he thinks that Clay i. a g niu as a gown
de igner and urges him into partner, h;p in making gown
that \ ill expre ,the p r onality of the \ 'ear r'. Zoe re.ck­
les Iy orders the most expen. ive materials for the gown ,
charg-ing them to th prima donna's ace unto Gown are old,
but the \ ealthy patron are low to pay. The creditor of the
firm of arwick and Robert become pre!> ·ing-.

Zoe ignore the black financial clouds. he has heen
engaged to play at a concert in a leading hotel. Prince Tich­
ola Karamozov, an internati nal mu ical authority wh e word
i aid to make or break the reputation of arti. 1. , i' t attend.

_ hortly hefore the concert, he is a\ 'akened from her dr am
hy the hard fact of having a moving van call at the apartment
with an atta hment on the furniture. It ·ill never do to
have the prima donna' furniture removed and Zoe da he out
to pawn her violin-a tradivariu:.

The • ituation ;. momentarily . aved. nd better thing
are promi -ed. a lay has found a collector wh reeogniz
the worth I hi. painting and ha. offered to hu: the wh Ie
lot. But th concert i_ .ch luled for that aftern n, and, no
matter what the future hold', Zoe :ec no \ 'ay of playing, a
she can't g t her violin out of pawn. ,\ tran; r ha called
to . ee her and he .ugge t. he mil{ht b of a:.: 'ance. H
n deem the violin. The tran ....er i. Prince Karamozov ancl
the prin ,h arin Zoe pia.', d cide. h ha, real geniu, Her
ecoml concert i. n. ational triumph.

The two arti ts, Zoe and lay, rich
farewell til Be'hernia, emharking on a
cr\1i e. •

VIOLA DANA

. j



VIOLA DANA •In Life's Darn Funny
A LOVE STORY OF TWO' HEARTS .,AND TWO ARTS'

EXPLOITATION

In Addttion to this Three· column Scene Cut
You will fine in this press book cuts of smaller sizes suitable for newspaper

reproduction. Have them placed with your publicity stories,

I

MAKE THE STREETS YOUR SHOW PLACE
In every American city there are romantic little hearts that are

yearning for the days of the troubadour ; they complain that there i

110t enough "beau ty and trangeness" about life, they sigh for the

picture quene s of European streets, streets that are u ed a a com­

munity parlor, bedroom and bath, with life a sort. of motion picture

show in itself.

You are a showman and it's your job to supply a show that will

attract the pas ing crowds and lead them on to your box-office. Make

the street your show place in advance of and during the presentation

of your.... picture. Gratify the yearning of romantic little hearts for

"beauty and strangene s." Bring back the days of the troubadours.

All over outhern Europe you will find men and women walking

along the treet who will burst into song jllst out of heer lightne ~

of heart; you will find the ~rcet full of volunteer entertainers. In

the streets of Lond n there are _ many of these modern min treL

that they seld m attract m re than pa ing notice.

The absence of thO f~ature in American life affords you your

b:g oportunity in e:,<ploitation. u've got a wide field of rich soil

that has been left almost untouched. Plant the seed of sttfnt pub­

licity anu reap the harve t.

In "Life' Darn Funny," y ur tunt hould follow the big gen­

eral theme of the picture-mn ie, painting and clothe.

THE WANDERING GIRL AND HER VIOLIN
The mu ical end of the exploitati n might be worked in it mo t

simple form by having a girl violini. t playing popular mel dies in

th~ stre ts at crowded center and di tribllting throwaways adver-

tising the production. In the evenings at show time she could play

in front of the theatre. "

This idea might be elaborated by having two or three extra

instruments, or, at its biggest, a jazz band. Remember the old ~ohan

dictum, "You can't do any busines if you haven't g t a band." But

don't take it too seriously. A band i~ a great business getter, but

you will find a single girl violinist can work wonders.

. HOW TO TIE UP WITH MUSIC STORES
In connection with the throwaways, it would be a good idea

to have them cut out in the shape of a violin. In getting these cut­

outs made yo proba1>ly will be able to obtain the co-operation of

some music store with which you could arrange to split the adver­

tising costs.

Mu ic tore should be one of your principal centers of tie-up

advertising. There shouldn't be a . tore in your town that fail to

take adY.antage of the p s ibilities of co-operating on thi tory of a...
girl musician's love... e.rha ~)C be e_to nd a store or an. ~ _

individual.in yOUl: town who 0\ ns..a l:eal Stradivarius vioJ.in.-a yiolin

of the ~ort u ed by the heroine of the story. l{ you can obtain the

luan of such an instrument, it should be a prominent part of your

lobby display.

Or take up the exploitation of some popular ong. Arrange \ ith

the music tore for a big drive on a particular number that woul~ be

appropriate for "Life's Darn Funny," a ong, for in tance, such a

"Ain't We Got Fun?", with its words that fit'the tory c1ose1y­

"Every morning, every evening, ain't we got fun? . ot much money,

but, oh, hon~y, ain't we got fUll? Th rent's unpaid dear-we haven't

a bu , but smile were made, dear, for people like u ," etc. Have

the music' company upply-a

inger to put the . ng aero in

your theatre at the ho\ ing or

to ing it in th lobby or through

a megaphone in front of your

th atre.

VIOLA DANA ia a S__ fro. LIFE'S DARN FUNNY

Three-Column Scene Cut or Mat No. 64-1t

IPe F..u)

GET THE ARMY AND
NAVY INTERESTED

The mu ic end of your pub-
licity al 0 give an opportunity
for tie-up. with army, navy and
marine c rp recruiting carll­
paigner. The three ervice are
continuing their e n lit men t
drives with all the fervor of a
y ar ago. And the three erv­
ice alway' have band that
draw cro\'d .

gree to let them play at your
theatre. allowing a thre -minute
recruitin talk, in exchange for
the privilege of having their re­
crllit'n~ po ter carry adverti~­

ing about the t wn in ervice
automobile., rea din g: "ee
'Life'. Darn Funn 'at the, .....
Th ~r (name dat ). ee the

. rmy ( avy, ' Jarine
rp.) at a~y

time."
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moLA.
DANA

in-

LIFE'S
DARN
FUNNY

ena4s what happened to" girl
who listened to a boy with an
idea .. young _ dvy

From O! ISTINI! JoPE St.AoFs
S4huJ..., E....., Pw 110<)'."Care­
uktnWith,n" Mapt<dbyMoUy
Panow Arthur D. Ripkr

c,f

DAL1J\S rn"ZG£RALD
p",,/ultion

Young Ideas
are often mad gambling
to gain success at a single
throw

One-Col. Ad Cut or Mat
No. 64-BB

Below-Two-Col. Ad Cut or Mat
~ No. 64-DD

Pinning his Faith to Her
was more than a figure of speech; their great
gamble was Zoe's success In the gown she had
dreamed and he had made come true

Tou OtIghl It> mtt' Z­
""hllh II /'111 anotltt, nome
fo,

VIOLA
DANA

i~

One-Col. Ad Cut or Mat
No. 64.AA

.
LIFE'S
DARN
FUNNY

portray. the _t ofthen>mancc
-with utraorduwy charm

From ~1l1STlNll )OPE SlAoti'S
s.""J..., £,..;", p.JI .,ary,"Can­
..k.nWohin" Adapted by MoU,
Pono and Arthu, D. Rjpky

.",

DALlAS FITZGERALD
P...d04....

A Love-Song
on a violin; the yearning
mtlady ofyouth. mming from
behmd the rich!)' door of a
furnIShed room . .

Stew or a Stradivarius?

'bove-Two-Col. Ad Cut or Mat
Np. 64·CC

depid:s what came of Zoe's choice between
meals and music

From CHR1STINEjoPE SLADE'S story. «Carrt~IctlsWlthin"
in n.. s",u,J..., Ewroi.g '1'0<1

AOAPr£D BY MQU.Y PAR.IlO AND AllTHUI. 0 1.'Pl.EY

A DALLAS FITZGERALD PRODUCTION

Zoe needed the violin a real Stradivarius.­
for the concert that meant success. But then
there wa; the board bill; and the habit of eating
is hard to break

FOR YOUR LOBBY: Two 22:<28's hand colored. Six art-colored
llx14's, and ten sepia print.

FOR YOUR BILLING: One smashing 24-sheet. n arresting six-
sheet. Two compelling three- heet~. Two plendid one-~beets.

\Vindow Card of half-sheet size, cut-out.

FOR YpUR NEWSPAPERS: A mine of publicity matter prepared
by trained newspap r men. Advance and Review torie for your
dramatic ed;tors. Prepared matter for your program. Scene-Cut·
in varieties of one three-column, two two-column, and two one­
column cut. Procurable in either mat or electro form. tar cuts
in two·column and one-column sizes, obtainable in mat or electro.
Ad uts for the newspaper, two two·column. and two one-column
ad. Teaser Adverti ing Aids and atch-Phl a. e..

FOR GENERAL EXPLOITATION: A cut·out Herald. in two color
with synopsis of the story and scen<- from the play.
Comp~e exploitation campaign outlined by e'p rt.'.

ACCESSORIES

DRESS A GIRL MODEL ON YOUR STAGE
Your stunt would be to advertise a contest to be held at your

theatre along with the howing of "Life's Darn Funny." A girl in
neglig hould serve. as th~ modeh ¥eu 'Sllpply-th ilkg- and- ch-:f
fon. Dress de igners should compete to S e which one can manipu­
late the draperies about the girl's figure in such a way as to produce
the mo t beautifu1 g'own. btain women as socially prominent as
possible to acras jud es.

STUNT WITH A DISPOSSESSED PAINTER
An art stunt that you could repeat was unconsciously developed

recently in New York. ~An artist had been dispossessed from his

boarding house room, a room which, in the way of artists, he called
his studio. He was an industriou painter-nnd had a big collection

of unsold works. When dispossessed, the painter, his p~intings and

his furniture were landed in the street. He had no place to take

trrem himself, so he stayed in the street with the~.

Get the n.ewspapers notified through underground channels, and,

with the artist in the street, bag and baggage, let him tell of his

troubles, remarking that "life's darn funny." Whether the story gets

across or not, you can, on the following day, label the painting with

your "Life's Darn Funny" adverti ing, your artist sitting there 1\1­

citing curiosity.
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VIOLA DANA STARS IN
IILIFE'S DARN FUNNY"
"Life.'s Darn }<unny," is the ex­

pres ive title of the comedy-drama in
which Viola Dana is starring and
which i now showing at the. , ... '" .
............ Thea!~~.

Th screen production i a camera
version of Christine Jope lade' at­
urday Evening Po t tory, "Caretakers
Within." It was scenarioized by iolly
Parro and Arthur D. Ripley.

Dalla Fitzgerald, who directed Mi s
Dana in her four most recent produc­
tion , supervised her work. lr. Fitz­
g raid's work has been clo ely a soci­
ated with that of the vivacious Viola
through his masterly direction of
"Blackmail," "Cinderella's T win,"
" fhe Off hore Pirate." and "Puppet of
Fate,"

Miss Dana enact the role of a
struggling little violini t who, after
many years of trials and tribulations,
sacrifices her ambition to attain the
pinnacle of success in the music world
in order to find happines in another
way.

"Life' Darn Funny" is fi s Dana'
fir t picture i ce h r return from New
Yprk, where he spent ix week pur­
cha ing new gowns and reviewing all
the new Broadway shows. "Home
Stuff," an original story of Frank
Dazey and Agnes John ton, written
e pecially for ii s Dana, wa her la t
picture be.fore going East.

This Dallas •L Fitzgerald produc­
tion for Metro was photograph d by
John Arnold The art etting . re de-
ign d and executed by A F.•fantz.

For her ~eading man, Mi Dana ha
Gareth Hughe, ietro' youthful fea­
tured player, who con. e)lted to d lay
"'ork on hi own featured pi tures 0

a to a,>pear· in "Life' Darn Funny,"
a the impecuniou. out-of-luck painter
who turn co tumc de. igner. Other
member of the upporting~ca t in­
clud Eva Gordon. Mark Fenton and
Kathleen O'CoIOlor.

giving both star and her gifted leading
man e.very opportunity for the display
of their special talent.

"Life's Darn Funny" \Va prepared
for the screen by Molly Parro and
Arthur Rip.ey, of Metro's West Coast
scenario staff.

PUBLICITY

Viola Dana Uees Gown. HouPt for
Six Pictures in "Life'. Darn Funny"

When Viola Dana, the Metro atar, indll1led her penchant for pur­
ehasinl coatIy 10wns on a re:ent via:t to New York, she had in mind the
requirementa of at leaat half a do&en fortbc:omine Metro product:ona.

But all the plana of the tiny atar have come to naqht. For the con­
tents of at least five trunks filled with frocka of every kind and variety have
l;0ne into just one picture I "J .ife'a Darn Funny," her lateat production
new showinl at the ..........•..... : .....•. Theatre, required 10wns just
a l.ttle shead of the styles, and in wholewe quantities.

So Viola, ever prodipl in the u.e of pretty coatumes, emptied her en­
Lre wardrobe to adorn herself for the dep;c:tin, of the piquant role Jiven
her in thia picture adapted from Christine Jope Slade'l Saturday Eveninl
Post ItOry, "Caretaken Within," French 10wns, American gown, and
10wns that reflect only the Jirlilh personality of Mi.. Dana are seen in
unlim:ted numben in this picture.

"Life's Darn Funny," prepared for the screen by MoUy ParTo and
Arthur D. Ripley, ia the story of a girl vioUn:.t who becomes intereated
in the aucceaa of a youthfll1 artist. But the world refusn to participate in
thia kindly intereat. Then, by chance, his feminine aponsor diacovera that
he po_a a eeniua for the deaicnin& of lowna. How this lift ia used
by little Zoe, the part enacted by III.. Dana, to bl"iq auc:ceaa to the pair,
il a atory that permita the Jifted Viola to use all of her unqueationed ability
aa a delineator of eirlilh rolea.

Gareth Huebes, who recently alped a contract to play featured partl
for Metro, de1qed his first appcannce in that capacity in order to play the
I adine mal role in thi, pict1ll'e. Other memhera of the c:aat are: Ev.
Gordc.n, lIark Fenton and Kathleen O·Connor.

"Life'a Darn Funny" i8 a DaUa. Fiulerald producdon. It waa per­
aonally IUpervised by IIr, Fiul'erald, who ha. directed the lalt three pic­
tures in which Mi.. Dana starTed.

Popular Gareth Hughes Heads
Viola Dana's Supporting Cast

Gareth Hughes, Metro's youthful
featured player, has been persuaded to
serve as head of Viola Dana' sup­
porting company for her three forth­
coming pecial productions.

Judging from the present indications,
the film combination of Dana and
Hughes-first introduced to theatre­
goers in Metro's "The Chorus Girl's
Romance"-will be. one to conjure
with.

After Hughe 's first Metro appear­
ance, reViewers, exhibitors and theatre­
goers generally, were so enthusiastic
in their praise of hi work that he was
added to the company's Ii t of stars
under a contract that assured his ~p­

pearance in fetro production~ for a
term of years. _

While preparations were being made
for hi first picture under the new con­
tract, repre entatives of the Famous
Players company sought his service for
James M. Barrie's "Sentimental Tom­
my," Hughes, -who had been selected
from a host of players who sought the
opportunity of appearing in this covet­
ed role, finally wa loaned to the pro­
ducing company for this picture only.
The re ult was a erie of almo t un­
precedente.d reviews in which Hughes
was declared to be "the greatest screen
find of recent years,"

On his return to Hollywood, Hughes
once more found him eli a much
sought individual, this time. for the
leading role in Viola Dana's newest
Metro picture, "Lile's Darn Funny," a
Dallas Fitzgerald pcoduction from the

aturday Evening Po t tory, "Colr ­
taker Within." After a series of con­
ferences it was agreed that Hughes'
own productions for ietro should be
po tponed pending the completion of
this pictuce, in which Gareth played a
difficult role. ('Life's Darn Funny" i
now showing at 'he Theatre

ow, after viewing a studio run of
th n w picture, Hughes ha been
a ked to continue the film partnership
with ii Dana for three new produc­
tions.

.. 1h combination of Viola Dana in
the star role, with Gareth Hughe in
th mal I ad, i as n rly a perf ctly
balanced one a could be found," aid
Dalla Fitzgerald, who directed "Life's
Darn Funny."

The tori s that have heen elected
for ii Dana' next three starring
pictures, were cho.en w:th a view t·,

PUBUC PLEASED
WITH VIOLA DANA

One-Col. Star Cut or Mat No. 64-G

Firat Showma of "Life'a Darn
Funny" Revea1a Tremendoua

Human Intereat Element

and \\ hoe effort. to place a fellow-ar­
ti t on th highway of succes finally
come to fruition.

The econd t' ment in the picture's
favor i that it i an adapt ion from the

atur.day Evening Po. t story, "Care­
taker Within," by hristine Jope
Slade, which delighted readers all over
the land.

The stol:y tell of Zoe Robert' at­
tempt to g tome of the elu ive gold
dollar by e tabli hing a dres making
e tablishment, to help herself and Clay
\Varwick, a painter, during a lean pe­
riod in their live,s. Di a ter dogs their
steps, and they are ready to give up
the fight, when a renowned art critic
enters th c ne and utters the open
se ame words that me;ln achievement
for them.

Molly Parro and Arthur D. Ripley
adapted the tory for the creen. The
photography is by Jphn Arnold and
the art direction by A. F. Mantz. The
supporting cast includes Gar e t h
Hughes, E'a Gordon, Kathleen O'­
Connor and {ark Fenton.

\Vhen an audience of picturegoers
\)eeome~ tho,ou\;hly engro ed with
the action of the . creen, so absorbed
that everything dse is a nothing, and
when a one p r on it breaks forth
into applau e-tl.en, you can say that
there's omething e.xceptional about
the picture.

That' just what can he said about
"Life's Darn Fur,ny," the Dallas M.
Fitzgerald producLon for Metro, which
had it first showing yesterday at the
............................ Theatre,
anJ willch pro\ ed a entertailllng and
exciting a picture as has been seen in
thi city in Il long time.

Two thing contributed to this. The
most important was the scintillating,
da hing performanc given by Viola
Dana as Zoe Robert, the. struggling
little violini t, who plan of torming
the artistic world repeat dly go wrong,

After the picture hal been Ihown,
many new patronI can be cuned
throulh the use of thia review atory
below, as some people await a re­
viewer'a verdict on a picture. Uae
the day after.

(p.... SUI

One-Column Star Cut or Mat No. M-F

Advance and Review Stories
Below il the advance ItOry for your
newspaper. Have it uled durinC the
week before showinc of picture.
Use it in conjunction with a ltar or
screen cut.

Viola Dana, th efferve cent little
fetro star who e work on th creen

i a thing of undiluted joy, will be seen
at the Theatre
on for a run
of " days, in her latest
picture. "Life's Darn Funny," a Dalla.
. f. Fitzg raid production adapted frolll
the aturday Evening Po. t stor)',
"Caretaker Within" hy Chri tie JoP

lade. -4
'early everybody ometimes in hi

life ha occasion to say apropo of
ome unu ual experi nce that take one

complete.ly by urprise, "Life's Darn
Funny." And it i. Yon will think
.0 in thi picture when you ee Zoe
Robert, the ambitious but struggling
violini t who i about to launch on her
-car er with -a recital, when she di ­
covers the lack of a gown may prevent
her debut. As luck would have it, an­
other artist, la)' Warwick, painter by
profes ion and landlady-dodger by ne­
ce ity, hears her weeping, comes on
the cene and de ign a stunning frock
for h r. Both later go into the co ­
tume de igning bu. ines, hoping to
gain ome money, but thing go wrong
continually. Always at the. eleventh
hour something propitiou int rvene .
and in the end both are launched uc­
ce fully on their artistic careers.

Viola Dana has the part of little Zoe,
and oppo ite her is areth Hughe,
the youthful brilliant actor,' la)
Warwick, the painter. lr. Hughes con-
ented to delay work on hi own pic­

ture 0 as to play thi part. Other
member of the upporting ca tare
Eva Gordon, Kathleen O'Connor and
.Iark Fenton. .

Molly Parro and Arthur D. Ripley
adapted the stor)' to the cre n, John
Arnold photographed th picture. and
the art settings wece d signed and ex­
exuted by A. F. !antz.

From all account ill other citi ,
this picture is perfor",~d with con­
ummate kill and abounds with the
ort of intere t and urpc' that k p

audirnce, continually on the que v:ve.

VIOLA DANA AS A
GOWNLESS ARTIST

Scintillatie. Star in "Life'. bun
FUnDY," from Saturday

Evenin. Poet .tory

,"



VIOLA DANA •tn Life's Darn Funny
A LOVE STORY OF TWO HEARTS AND TWO ARTS

News Stories to Turn Readers Into Audiences

Two-Col. Star Cut
or Mat No. 64-L

The Unmuacal Dog

VI-Col. Cat or
Mat No. 64-K

V i'o I a
Dan., who
became a vi­
olinist in her
Metro pro­
d u c t ion.
.. L i fe'
Darn Fun­
ny," a Dal­
las Fitzger­
ald produc­
tion now
showing at
the ........
•.... Thea­
tr ,had n
a u die. nc
that in­
cluded
at least one
ext r e ll1 e­
ly unappre-
ciative

mt'mher, "Barrie," a prize Air ­
dale belonging toG a r e.t h
Hugh" her youthful leadmg
man stood at one end of the
"set'" on which Mis Dana
worked and howled until the ~ast
not wa play d. Dallas Fltz­
g raId in i ted that th dog had
no ear for music-that Mi
Dana's music isn't nearly a bad
a orne he ha heard.

VIOLA DANA
Viola eveals Ano er Talent;

Plays Violin In Latest Picture
One more evidence of Viola Dana' ver atility is found in her newe t picture,

"Life: Dam Funny," now howing at the ,', .. , ,' Th atre. .
For in it, petite Viola i een for tbe ~r ! t!O;1e as a vlollll.'S.t. And, b.e It

known, the little star j not merely a "filmed VIOhOlst! but a ~uslclan ~ho !"Ight
have won recognition on the concert tage had he failed to clImb so hIgh 10 her
cr e.n work. '" k

In thi picture, which i from The aturday'Evenlllg Po t story,. . a.reta ers
Within," by hri tine Jope lade, Mi pana take the part of. a v1C?I,,!,st who,
falling in love with an artist, find a UlllqUe method of furthering hl~. IOterest .

"FOT years, I had an ambition, deep
down in my h art, to become a real mu j­
cian;' said Mis Dana. "I u ed to play
the violin when I a a child. I have
. tood before the mirror and ondered
what it would be like to stand before a
great audie)lce and sway them a a great
violini t always sway Ole.

"But fate plays strange prank with Ollr
ambition. Charlie Chaplin, the most
erious of men, became famous as co-

median, and even more unexpected twi t
have been given to the, live of others.

o I suppose that I should not complain
when, yearning to see my name among
those of great mu icians', I find it among
tho e of film players."

Miss Dana's appearance as a violini t
i not the only evidence of her de ire to
inject realism into every pha of her

ork. hen called upon to do a toe
dance in "The Chorus Girl' Romance"
recently. she sho 'ed she could do a credI­
table imitation of Pavalowa' famou
dance,

Incidentally, fiss Dana offer her femi­
nin admir r ..noth r vidence of her
rare ta te in wearing apparel in her new
production. On returning from ew York
r cently he carried with her five trunks
filled with the n west creations, many of
which are u ed with telling effect in the
making of "Life's Darn Funny," which
i a Dalla Fitzgerald production for
Metro.

Molly Parro and Arthur D. Ripley
adapted the tory for the screen. The
photography i by John Arnol~ and the
art dir ction by A. F. Mantz. MI • Dana'.
supporting ca t includes Gareth Hughe ,
Eva Gordon, Kathle.en O'Connor and
Mark F nton.

B· lontred to Grandf.tb~r of
Viola Dana, Star in .. Life'.

Dam Funny"

Viola Dana, the petite Metro
star, is of the opinion that the
title of her latest picture was just
made to express the way she
finds things in this toPllY turvy
world.

Min Dana returned to the
C:last after a sill weeks vacation
in New York due:ng which abe
had a wonderful time. Then on
reporting to the studios she was
informed that t1:e name of her
next picture would be "Life's
Dam Funny."

"Just what I think,H sighed
Min Dana.

"Life'. Dar n Funny" was
adapted from Catherine Jape
Slade's Saturday Evening Post
story, "Caretakers Within."

VENERABLE VIOLIN
SEEN IN PIcruRE

QUEERNESS OF LIFE
THEME OF PICTURE

The fact that you can never tell jwt
what is going to happen. whether wl'en
you are down to your last ou ancl
the clouds hang over your head. your
luck may not change, or vi ever a.
whether calamity may not be arolln<l
the corner at the heydey of pro perity
\ 'a u e.d a the foundation of a fa
cinatin picture, "Life' Darn Funn)."
starring Viola Dana, and now show­
ing at the ..•..•............. Theatre

The original plot of the pi tllre rame
from Chri tine Jope Slade' Satllr<lav
Evening Po t story, "Care'aker
\Vithin," which took the reader of this
weekly by torm. Immediately IIp,,n
it publication, officials of Metro 'aw
the tremendoll po. sibility inhercnt in
it for a gloriou Iy thrilling pictllTe that
would contain every element necessary
for giving entertainm nt. T"e re lilt
i "Life' Darn Funny," a Dallas Fitz­
~erald production, adap~ed by •follv
Parro and Arthur D. Ripley. It was
photographed by John Arnold an~ A
F. Mantz e ecuted the art ,ettllll{..
For her IIpporting ca t Mi s Dana ha
Gar th Hughe, Eva Gordon, Kath·
leen O'Connor and Mark Fenton.

"Life'. Darn Funny"

Viola Dana is using in her latest
Metro ·tarring picture. "Life's Darn
Fllntty'," n howing at the .
....... , ....•. Theatre, a violin made
hy her grandfather ll10re than half a
century ago It wa pn- ented to th
little tar when ,h ~a' a child strug­
glin~ with early mu. ic Ie ons.

hen Dalla Fitzgerald, who di­
rected 1i Dana in her new produc­
tion. told her that he wa to enact the
Inrt of a littl violini t, he immediat ­
Iy thought of the old violin she had
'tor d away at her home. As a re­
ult, thi· in trument i playing a very

important part in the production.
"Life' Darn Funny," a Dalla Fitz­

gerald Production i. an adaptation by
folly Parro and Arthur D. Riplev of

Catherine Jope Slade' aturday Eve­
ning Po t tory, "C~retaker \Vithin.'·
Gareth Hughe is playing oppo ite
Ii Dana in thi production while

Katherine O'Connor, Kate Price. Eva
ordon and • fark Fenton are in the

. ,upporting ca t.
John Arnold photogranh cI the pic·

ture and A. F. Mantz de igned ancl
executed the art. etting .

1/2 -Col. Cut or
Mat No. 64-H

\V hen
\'iola Dana,
during her
vi 'it to ew
York, pur­
cha ed co't­
Iy gow n S

t hat filled
five trunk,
she intend­
ed to usc
them for
ix produc­

tions. But
her p I a n

came to naught, for vIla found
he had to wear the:n all in one

picture., "Life' Darn Funny," a
Dalla Fitzgerald production for
I 'Iro now howing at the .. , ...

................ "Th atre.
The rca. on i that her part in

thi, tory by hri tine Jope
'ade, which appeared originally

in the aturd y Evening Post,
require gown that are tnc la I
wOl'd in fa hion. ,areth Hughe ,
actor of the tit Ie role of .. en­
timental Tommy, i fiss
Dana's~eadingman. Other mell1­
her of the upporting cast in­
clude Eva Gordon. Kathleen 0'-

onnor and Mark Fenton.
The adaptation to the screen i

hy Molly Parro and rthur D.
Ripley. John Arnold photo­
graphed the picture, and A. F.
Mantz designed and executed the
art ettings.

GowrY DiJn't Last A.
Long A. Viola Ho~

YOUTHFUL GARETH
HUGHES AS ARTIST

I. Painter in Alice Lake'. "Life'.
Darn Funny," Picture of
Temperamental Ae.thete.

Gareth Hughes. Metro's youthful
featured player, enacts t he leading
male role in Viola Dana's special pro­
duction, "Life's Darn Funny," now
showing at the , .
Theatre.

Back of this announcement i an in­
tere ting tory. Hughes who played
leading man in MIs Dana' company
for "The Chorus Girl's Romance."
made such a pronounced hit in that
production that hc was immediately
signed by Metro :0 play feature~ role.
Two stories-the first under hi new
contract-were in the cour °e of prepar­
ation for Hughe" production whe~
ca ting began for "Life's Darn FunllY.'

Then came the problem of finding
a lUan who could fit into the diffic':llt
role preented in this 'tory by hns­
tinc Jope lade. The candidates. had
been si fted down 10 Ib rec when It fi­
nally was agreed that none of them
would serve th· r -quirements of the
production. Thcn youn~ Hughe vol.­
unteered to po'tpone hI. debnt a, a
featured player in order to play the
parl of Mis D. na'. pieturc,

In "Life's Darn Funny," a Dalla'
Fitzgerald Prodn ti~n for . 1~t~o. 11 s
Dana appear a a glftel VI hili t who,
falling in love with an art i t. ab~n.don.
h r 0\'" &n.bitioll in or :r I aId hun
in hi life's work. . .

The tory j a creen vcr Ion of fl 11
Slade' aturday Evening Po t tory,
.. 'aretaker" ithin:' adap' d by . folly
Parro and rthur Ripley. That photog­
raphy i by John rnold and th al t
d'recti II by . F. +~ntz. The up­
porting ca. t in add.fiO'!l to Gareth
Hughe includ 0 Eva (,ordon, Kath-
leen 'onnor and ~ ark Fenton.

(P... Sct>en)
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VIOLA DANA •'In Life's Darn Funny
A LOVE STORY OF TWO HEARTS AND TWO ARTS

The s e posters
were m a de by
The Fi n e Arts
Lit hog rap h­
ing Company. of
which Joseph H.
Tooker is presi­
dent.

The twenty-four
sheet stand to the
left certainly
stands out. When
ordering ask for
No. 64-Z.

Three·Sheet
No. 64-W

POSTE
Window Card

Art amonc the art'sts is
a theme that gets the
crowds. Hence these
excellent three-sheets,
with their attractive de­
s;cns.

s

Special work went into
the making of the one­
sheets, which should be
pasted everywhere. This
applies also to the nov­
e 1t y cut-out window
card.

.fhree-Sheet
No.64-X

APPEAL IN EVERY PICTURE

A glance at each one of the posters
must co:wince you that thcy will
catch atten.ion. Special pains were
taken to get the s?irit of the picture
and consequently a;I, from the one­
sheet to the big stand, have outstand­
ing appeal.

-'

Six-Sheet No. 64-Y

LET THE WORLD KNOW

That the pic'ure you are showing.
"Life's Darn Funny," has a plot that
will titillate the fancy and satisfy.
The more generously you exploit the
billboards of your town. the more you
can depend on a good turnout at the
box-office.

Rex Ingram'. Production of

THE FOUR
Has corralled about a million persons to date and made

money for exhibitors in all the large cities. It will do the

same for you.

METR.O

Th~ wide publicity given this picture, adapted by June
Mathis, insures its success in your town. For booking,
communicate with your Metro exchange or with the New
York headquarters of

PICTURES
CORPORATION

- - - - ---~_--'!...-_-
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